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CHAPTER 8
CLAN ENDOGAMY AND PATRILATERAL PARALLEL COUSIN 
MARRIAGE IN TONGU, GHANA+
D.K. FIAWOO*
Introduction
In t r a - c la n  marriage with p r e f e r e n t i a l  p a r a l l e l  
cousin marriage i s  a ra re  phenomenon in  A fr ican  marriage  
systems. R a d c l i f f e -B ro w n 1s comment on the example o f  
the Botswana (Tswana) some twenty years ago leaves  no 
doubt that t h i s  i s  a r a r e  case indeed. In A f r ican  
systems o f  K inship  and Marriage he r e f e r s  to the 
Botswana p a r a l l e l  cousin marriage as E x c e p t i o n a l  in  
Africa* and as being o f  an 'unusual type amongst i n d i ­
genous A f r i c an  p e o p le s . ’ But, o f  course,  he concludes 
that 'such except ions  are o f  g rea t  th e o re t ic a l  impor­
tance' (R a d c l i f f e -B ro w n , 1950). Schapera, to whom we 
owe the main work on the Botswana marriage s y s t e m ,  
describes them as having "fewer marriage r e s t r i c t i o n s  
than other Bantu-speaking peoples o f  A f r i c a . . . . they 
lack exogamous u n i t s . . . . a n d  a l low  marriage between 
f irst cousins o f  a l l  kinds and v a r iou s  other c lose  
re lat ives” (Schapera,  1950). P a r a l l e l - c o u s in  marriage  
is better known among the Arabs and th e i r  immediate 
Moslem neighbours  (Murphy et a l  1959). The reverse  
phenomenon o f  c lan  exogamy and c ro s s -cou s in  marriage  
is wide-spread in A f r i c a .  N a tu r a l l y ,  the s o c ia l  
factors which enhance these forms o f  marriage are o f  
interest to the soc ia l  an th rop o log is t .
This paper attempts to do two th in gs :  f i r s t l y ,  
to show p roo f  that p a r a l l e l  cousin marriage indeed ob­
tains among the Tongu; secondly ,  to f i n d  the e x p la ­
nations f o r  th is  phenomenon.
Background
The Tongu represent  a sect ion  o f  the Ewe-speaking
+ This paper was f i r s t  read at a Soc ia l  Anthropology  
Seminar, Cambridge U n iv e r s i ty  (Lent term, 1971) and 
benefitted from d iscu ss ion s .  The author i s  espe­
c ia l ly  g r a t e f u l  to P ro fe s so r  M. Fortes & Dr. Jack 
goody fo r  h e l p fu l  comments on the o r i g in a l  paper.
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people who occupy south -eastern  Ghana, d i r e c t l y  east  
o f  the V o lta  r i v e r .  Including the Ewe o f  south-eastern  
Togo, the t o t a l  Ewe populat ion i s  near ly  one m i l l ion  and 
a h a l f .  The unity o f  th is  group l i e s  mainly in  the ir  
common language and th e i r  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  migration from 
a common p lace  in  Western N ig e r ia .  L in g u i s t i c a l l y ,  they 
are d iv ided  in to  four  mutually i n t e l l i g i b l e  d i a l e c t a l  
groups,  and Tongu represents  one o f  these.
A remarkable fea ture  o f  the Ewe s o c ia l  system was 
i t s  l ack  o f  p o l i t i c a l  un ity :  not even the members of one 
d i a l e c t a l  group ever came together to form a s in g le  
p o l i t i c a l  un it .  On the contraxy,  they were fragmented 
into  a number o f  small independent p o l i t i c a l  un it s ,  
each with i t s  own paramount ru le r  and su b -ch ie f s .  The 
Tongu D iv is ion  has th ir teen  o f  such paramountcies, 
in c lud ing  the T e f l e  chiefdom which was se lec ted  fo r  
s tudies  in depth. The t o t a l  popu lat ion  o f  Tongu in 1948 
was 103,072 which f e l l  sharp ly  to 86,0Q0 in 1960- a 
to ta l  decrease o f  16.6%. By 1970, there  was an appre­
c i a b l e  recovery with a t o t a l  o f  97,363.
A r i p a r i a n  community, the Vo lta  i s  the main source 
o f  l i v e l i h o o d  in Tongu. Before the harnessing of  the 
r i v e r  V o lta  at Akosombo, the area  experienced heavy 
seasonal f l o o d s  between August and October when the 
f l o o d  waters i r r i g a t e d  the f i e l d s  fo r  a g r ic u l tu r e  and 
stocked the numerous creeks and lagoorsswith f i s h .  The 
r e t r e a t in g  waters  l e f t  behind a f in e  a l l u v i a l  deposit .
In October,  the sha l low  waters made i t  easy fo r  women 
to d ive  fo r  clams, an industry  which has been a mono­
poly o f  the ir  sex.  Thus the Volta  a f f e c te d  almost 
a l l  aspects o f  th e i r  economy. Today, o f  course ,  the 
Vo lta  has been harnessed and the f l o o d  waters have been 
kept in  check. In f a c t ,  s ince  1966 when the dam was 
completed, the farm-lands  have become le ss  f e r t i l e  and 
f r e sh -w a te r  f i s h i n g  from the creeks has become v irtual ly  
e x t in c t .  Fewer clams are now consumed or so ld .  The 
r e su l t  i s  that the Tongu are now emigrat ing to the 
shores o f  the Vo lta  lake where the f i s h in g  industry  is  
sa id  to be booming. This  type o f  migrant f i s h in g  is  
d i f f e r e n t  from the e a r l i e r  pattern  o f  labour migration 
which supplemented the i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  subsistence farm­
ing .  In the l a t t e r ,  they always came back fo r  their  
annual f e s t i v a l s  and mortuary r i t e s .  In the present  
system o f  out -m ig ra t ion ,  i t  seems that the t rad i t io n a l  
homes are be ing  g radu a l ly  depopulated in favour  o f  the 
sett lements around the lake .
Kinship System
In the study o f  nea r -k in  marriage ,  the kinship) 
structure  i s  in t im ate ly  r e la t e d  to the marriage system 
i t s e l f .  The Tongu k insh ip  system i s  p a t r i l i n e a l ,  the 
p a t r ic ian  (h l o ) being i t s  outstanding fe a tu re  in the 
soc ia l  system. Each t r a d i t i o n a l  area in Tongu has two 
or more o f  such in teg ra ted  k inship  un its .  In the 
cap ita l  township o f  the p a r t i c u l a r  chiefdom that I 
studied in depth, I found seven c lan  groups. The 
v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  was d iv ided  into  three wards: the o ld  
quarter represent ing  the o r i g in a l  sett lement from 
which the popu lat ion  p r o l i f e r a t e d  to the other wards;  
the new quarter  represent ing  sett lements a long the main 
trunk road from Accra; the commercial quarter  represen ­
ting the sett lement which developed around the Vo lta^ .  
The o ld  quarter  was sub -d iv ided  in to  seven un i t s ,  each 
unit represen t ing  the abode of a c lan  group. In each 
clan t e r r i t o r y  was a conspicuous c lan compound which 
housed the c lan  shrines  as we l l  as the c lan  ch ie f  or 
his rep re sen ta t iv e .  A lso  consnicuous in the compound 
was the yoxo ( x o s  house; vofe a f u n e r a l ) ,  the clan  
funera l  home, the centre o f  a l l  c lan  mortuary r i t e s .  
Funerals were o rgan ised  s t r i c t l y  on c lan  b a s i s .  When 
a man d ied  in one o f  the s a t e l l i t e  v i l l a g e s  h i s  remains 
were conveyed to h is  c lan compound at the c a p i t a l  for  
the necessary mortuary r i t e s  and b u r i a l  in the c lan  
cemetery. The second fu n e ra l  r i t e s  were s im i l a r ly  
organised. At lea£t  in  the c a p i t a l  township, one could  
say without equ ivocat ion  that the clan was a l o c a l i s e d  
group. L a te r ,  I found that the s a t e l l i t e  v i l l a g e s  were 
also c l a n - s t ru c tu re d ,  but on a d i f f e r e n t  pattern .  A 
v i l l a g e  and i t s  surrounding farmlands were sa id  to 
belong to a p a r t i c u l a r  c lan ,  a lthough, in p rac t ic e  H  
might inc lude  s e t t l e r s  from other c lan groups. Even 
when the o r i g i n a l  co re -g roup  o f  s e t t l e r s  was outnum­
bered by other c lan groups,  the v i l l a g e  and i t s  farm­
lands s t i l l  be longed to the c lan  owners o f  the v i l l a g e  
whose ancestors  b u i l t  the f i r s t  hut to s t a r t  the s e t t l e  
ment. The headman o f  the v i l l a g e  would always be e l e c ­
ted from th i s  c lan group and requests  f o r  land f o r  
farming or housing would be addressed to th is  lo ca l  
clan r e p re sen ta t iv e .  Thus farmlands and creeks,  l i k e  
v i l l a g e  sett lem ents ,  were vested  in clan groups. Mem­
bers o f  the c lan  enjoyed common r i g h t s  in creeks and 
ponds and ex c lu s iv e  usu fructuary  r i g h t s  in land  
through th e i r  r e sp ec t iv e  c lan  segments or p a t r i l in e a g e s
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In theory, a c lan  was d iv ided  into a f i x e d  number 
o f  sub-c lan  groups, each group represent ing  the descen­
dants o f  one o f  the sons o f  the o r i g in a l  founder o f  the 
c lan .  In p ra c t ic e  th is  was not always so. In the 
event o f  c lan  f i s s i o n  r e su l t in g  from in t r a - c l a n  f r i c t io n ,  
the re s id u a l  un its  o ften  had no p r a c t i c a l  evidence to 
support th e i r  theory. Neverthe less  the important fac t  
remained that clan segementary un its  were recognised.
The sub-c lan  was c a l l e d  agbanu, l i t .  the s ide  of 
the bowl.  The members o f  the clan were conceived as 
kinsmen eat ing from a common bow i . Each member o f  the 
clan had h is  ass igned  p o s i t io n  by the bowl. The p a r ­
t i c u l a r  s ide  o f  the bowl from which one dipped in to  the 
common dish was o n e ’ s agbanu. The agbanu was the clan  
member’ s point o f  re fe rence  to the c lan .  A c lan ch ie f  
was appointed from a s p e c i f i e d  royal  agbanu o f  the clan  
or by ro ta t ion  from two or more agbanuwo ( p lu r a l  o f  
agbanu) . The Paramount Ch ie f  was s im i l a r l y  appointed  
from the roya l  agbanu o f  the roya l  (Nyigome) c lan .  
Various nat iona l  (Chiefdom) o f f i c e s  ves ted  in clan  
groups were o rgan ised  on agbanu b a s i s .  When the groups 
o f  agbanuwo were unable to r e so lv e  th e i r  in t r a - c l a n  
d i f f e r e n c e s  the hidden p o l a r i t i e s  in the clan structure  
immediately sur faced  and r e su l t ed  in c lan  f i s s i o n .
An agbanu could stand fo r  a maximal l in e a g e ,  but 
i t  i s  a lso  appropr ia te  to id en t i fy  the l in eages  as the 
segmentary u n i t s  o f  an agbanu. Each l ineage  has a 
gen ea lo g ic a l  depth o f  at l e a s t  s ix  generat ions .
Although the p a t r i l i n e a g e , t of ome, i s  p robably  the 
only k in -g roup  which can t race  descent to a known 
ancestor ,  the clan i s  often p ro jec ted  as the most impor­
tant kin group. A man speaks more o ften  o f  miafe hip. 
our c lan ,  than miafe fome, our fami ly ,  our l in ea ge .
This i s  due to the v a r ie d  corporate  funct ions  o f  the 
c lan .  I f  death occurred  in a s a t e l l i t e  v i l l a g e ,  the 
l i n e a g e ’ s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  the corpse ceased when i t  
a r r iv e d  in  the c lan compound. A l l  ances t ra l  r i t e s  were 
s im i l a r l y  performed by the c lan  as a u n i t ,  and as a 
method o f  emphasising their  descent from a common 
ancestor and thus perpetuat ing  the k insh ip  character of 
the c lan .  By the appointment o f  clan c h i e f ,  the clan  
arrogated  to i t s e l f  important p o l i t i c a l  funct ions .  Thus, 
the c lan ,  as a corporate  group, in teg ra ted  the s o c ia l ,  
p o l i t i c a l  and ceremonial aspects  o f  l i f e  and gave members
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a sense o f  un ity .
The other fea ther  o f  the clan which i s  yet to be 
emphasized i s  i t s  inherent d iv i s io n  o f  in t e r e s t s  which 
enhanced i t s  segmentary cha rac te r .  When segments o f  
the c lan  f a i l e d  to re so lve  d i f f e r e n c e s  often a r i s in g  
from competition fo r  l im ited  clan o f f i c e s ,  the r e su l t  was 
f i s s i on ,  o f  course preceded by the p o l a r i z a t io n  o f  
segmentary u n i t s .  During the per iod  o f  study, there  
were in theory, seven c lan  groups, in p rac t ice  there were 
eight separate  and d i s t in c t  groups. O f f i c i a l  recogn it ion  
for e igh t  i s  but a matter o f  time. I noticed that one 
clan group had been rent assunder over d i f f e r e n c e s  in  
the appointment o f  the v i l l a g e  ch ie f  p r i e s t .  When 
d if fe rences  could not be re so lv ed  each f a c t io n  in s t a l l e d  
i ts  own ch ie f  p r i e s t  and f o r  more than twelve years ,  two 
chief p r i e s t s  were fo rced  upon the Chiefdom. Since then 
the two groups had d r i f t e d  apart .  During the per iod  o f  
study i t  seemed the only th ings  they shared in common 
were th e i r  mutual h o s t i l i t y  and the claim to descent  
from a common a p ic a l  ancestor .  This type o f  f i s s i o n  
over c lan  o f f i c e s  seemed a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  fe a tu r e  o f  
Tongu clan s t ru c tu re .  No chiefdom had a f i x e d  number o f  
clans because c lans  tended to grow in  number as a re su l t  
of segmentation and f i s s i o n ,  although i t  might take a 
long time fo r  f i s s i o n  to be accepted by the wider  
community as an accomplished f a c t .
In sum, the l o c a l i s e d  p a t r i c i a n  in  Tongu was cha­
racter ised  by two p a r a l l e l  phenomena: F i r s t l y ,  there  was 
a strong f e e l i n g  o f  corporate  unity  expressed  by kinship  
behaviour and by p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in common s o c ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  
and r i t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Secondly ,  there was p e r s i s t en t  
f r ict ion  in  the segmentary u n i t s  o f  the c lan .  The second 
phenomenon was c l e a r l y  incons is ten t  with the dec la red  
objectives o f  the c l a n .  I t  was a th reat  to the su rv iva l  
of the c lan  as a corporate  group.  According to i n f o r ­
mants, f i s s i o n  rendered  the c lan  small and weak and un­
able to compete e f f e c t i v e l y  w ith  the other clan groups  
in the community. This  tendency must be a r re s ted  i f  the 
clan was to  continue to f u l f i l  i t s  ra ison  d * e t r e . I t  
seemed that  i n t r a - c l a n  marriage made a v a l W d  contr ibut ion  
to this cause.
Kinship Language
I now turn to a b r i e f  cons idera t ion  o f  the language  
°f kinship which i s  re levant  to the sub ject  o f  marriage
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anion q near kinsmen, or * .1. unc t iona l  ondoqomy’ , to use 
L e v i - S I r a n s s ’ term i no lo g y .
The Tongu k insh ip  terminology i s  p r im ar i ly  cl a .  
s iC i c a t o r y . The ty p ica l  forms o f  r e la t io n s h ip  within 
the nuc lear  fami ly  are gen era l iz ed  and extended to 
members outs ide  the group, d i s t in gu ish in g  f o r  sex,  
generat ion  and r e l a t i v e  age. Father i s  equated with 
f a t h e r ’ s s i b l i n g  group (males and females )  but mother  
i s  equated with only her female s i b l i n g  group; her 
b ro thers  are d is t in gu ish ed .  Mother’ s co-wives are  
equated with mother’ s s i s t e r s .  S i b l i n g s  are equated  
with cousins according to the Hawaiian cousin t e r ­
minology. A s i b l i n g  o f  e i t h e r  parent or both parents  
i s  c a l l e d  n o v i ; l i t e r a l l y  mother’ s c h i ld ,  but age and 
sex d i s t in c t i o n s  might be drawn. A cousin through 
e i th e r  parent i s  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  to as n o v i . There are 
no te rm ino log ica l  d i s t in c t i o n s  between c ro s s -cou s in s  
and p a r a l l e l  cousins.
Tonqu k insh ip  terms are commonly based on f a th e r 's  
l in e a g e  and mother 's  l in e a g e ,  but soc ia l  usage extends 
these terms to members o f  the p a t r i c i a n .  Thus a l l  
clansmen o f  E go ’ s f a t h e r ’ s generat ion  are t reated  as 
E go 's  f a t h e r ’ s s i b l i n g s ,  d i s t in gu i sh in g  f o r  age and 
sex .  A l l  clansmen o f  Ego ’ s own generat ion are s ib l ina • 
This  impl ies  that c lan  kinship  i s  not r i g i d l y  d i s t i n ­
guished from l ineage  kinship  as f a r  as the l ingu is t ic ,  
usages are concerned. This i s  o f  immediate re levance  
to Tongu i n t r a - c l a n  marr iage .  Marr iages  outs ide  the 
l in e a g e  but within the c lan  are t rea ted  as marriage  
among d i s t a n t l y  r e l a t e d  kinsmen.
Husband’ s f a th e r  and mother 's  f a th e r  are d e s i g ­
nated as jto; m other - in - law  o f  e i ther  spouse i s  loxo.  
W i f e ’ s b rother  i s  nyo , but husband's  brother i s  sronye, 
my husband ( b ig  or sm a l l ) .  Husband’ s s i s t e r  i s  
female husband.
Marriage Regulation
v I have a lready  im p l ied  that Tongu k insh ip  system, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  the c lan s t ruc tu re ,  a f f e c t s  sexual r e l a ­
t i o n s .  On the c lan l e v e l  marriage i s  sanctioned and 
encouraged among clansmen, p robab ly  as a means o f  com­
b a t in g  f r i c t i o n  w ith in  segments o f  ' the c lan  and the 
p o l a r i t y  o f  that s t ru c tu re .  The same genera l  principle 
a p p l i e s  to the l i n e a g e . But one cannot have sexual
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r e la t io n s  with a l l  kinsmen in  the l ineage  and clan .  
S p ec i f ic  ru le s  govern sexual  conduct.
The kin whom a Tongu i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  forb idden  
to marry inc lude  f i r s t l y ,  a l l  women to whom he is  
re la t ed  in  the d i rec t  l i n e  of descent.  A man cannot 
marry h i s  grandmother, h i s  mother, h i s  daughter or 
granddaughter. S im ila r  p ro h ib i t i o n s  apply to f u l l  and 
h a l f  s i s t e r s .  As f a r  as I am aware, there was only 
one case in  which an unmarried man (from F ie v ie  
Chiefdom) was reported  to have had sex r e l a t i o n s  with 
a h a l f  s i s t e r .  This was i r r e g u l a r  and incestuous and 
their  o ld  f a th e r  took immediate steps to expel them 
from h is  house. The s i b l i n g s  l a t e r  t r a v e l l e d  to 
Ashanti and s e t t l e d  down in  a cocoa farm as qiigrant 
workers. In th e i r  absence, p u r i f i c a t o r y  r i t e s  were 
performed.
A man i s  a l s o  forb idden  to marry h is  p a r e n t s ’ 
s i s te r s  and h i s  own s i s t e r s ’ daughters because these 
are in  the p o s i t i o n  o f  pa ren ts  and daughters re spec ­
t ive ly  .
In t ra -c lan  and Near Kin Marr iagel
Except f o r  these p r o h ib i t i o n s ,  the ru le s  governing  
marriage permit a man to marry w ith in  the p a t r i - c l a n  
and the p a t r i - l i n e a g e . He can marry any woman o f  h is  
own generat ion  w ith in  f a t h e r ’ s and mother’ s l in ea ge s .  
This giveshim access to a l l  c ro s s -c ou s in s  and p a r a l l e l  
cousins, in c lu d ing  f i r s t  cous ins ,  from h is  own l ineage  
and clan as w e l l  as mother 's  l in e a g e .  Below h is  own 
generation, he may marry a c o u s in ’ s daughter.  Marr iage  
with a daughter o f  a true  f u l l  or h a l f  s i b l i n g  i s  
prohib ited .  Stated  in order o f  p re fe rence ,  marriage  
to cousins i s  as f o l l o w s :
1. T o g a - t o d i v i s r o : f a t h e r ’ s b r o t h e r ' s  daughter
marriage .
2. T a s i -n y in e v i s r  o : f a t h e r ’ s s i s t e r ’ s daughter
marriage
3. N o q a -n o d is ro : mother’ s s i s t e r ’ s daughter
marriage
4. T a s i - n y in e v i s r o :mother’ s b r o t h e r ’ s daughter
marriage
The id e a  o f  f a t h e r ’ s b r o t h e r ' s  daughter or mother’s
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Marr iages  by Clan and Generation
T A B L E  I
Gene -  
rat ion CLAN GROUP
Makpoe Foy i Nyigome Pbd;ie De Agbofu Dzeavie Other Total % Total
oth 1 1 - - 1 - - - 3 3.3.3
7th 1 - - 4 - 2 - - 7 14 j j
8th 6 3 1 3 1 - 1 8 23 26.1
9th 13 11 ~ 2 7 - 1 29 63 20.7
10 th 4 3 - - 2 - 1 2 12 33.3
Tot a l 25 18 1 9 11 2 3 39 108 23.1
% Total 23.1 16 .7 . 9 8.3 10.2 1 .9 2.8 36.1 100% -
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s i s t e r ' s  daughter be ing very much l i k e  one 's  own s i s t e r ,  
and th e re fo re  a bar to marriage - as indeed i s  the con­
cep tua l iza t ion  among the Anlo -  does not obta in .
This summarises the p os i t ion  on marriage r e g u la ­
tions as p resented  by informants.  We s h a l l  now attempt 
to see how these statements correspond with actual  
practice by examining a v a i l a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  evidence.
The s t a t i s t i c s  are based p a r t ly  on survey data  and 
part ly  on genea log ies  c o l l e c t e d  from T e f l e , the c a p i t a l  
township o f  one o f  the Chiefdoms that I s tud ied  in  
depth.
Tab le  I ,  which i s  based on genea log ies  from one 
of the p r in c ip a l  c lan  groups (Makpe), shows the p ro ­
portions o f  i n t r a - c l a n  marriages  by genera t ions .  The 
or ig ina l  founder o f  the c lan ,  Nate Bues i ,  i s  a l s o  the 
clan ap ic a l  ancestor . At l e a s t  from the point o f  view 
of my informant, any knowledgeable member o f  the group 
should be ab le  to trace  h i s  ancestry d i r e c t l y  to th is  
ancestor2. Nate Buesi had f i v e  sons and a daughter .
From h is  generat ion  to the f i f t h  descending, there was 
scarcely any in formation on the p a r t i c u l a r  type o f  
marriage contracted .  The in format ion  a v a i l a b l e  con­
cerned only the l i n e a l  antecedents themselves, and not 
their w ives .  Thus the h i s t o r y  o f  c lan  marriages begins  
to unfo ld  only at the s ix th  generat ion from the founding  
ancestor. This i s  the generat ion  o f  A k o l i  whose three  
wives were a l l  taken from the T e f l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  area,  
presumably, from h i s  own v i l l a g e .  There was only one 
case o f  marriage from h is  own c lan ,  Makpoe; the remaining  
two cases were from De and F o y i -  Avenui.  The l a t t e r  was 
alleged to have broken o f f  from Makpoe severa l  years  ago3 .
The seven ch i ld ren  o f  A k o l i ,  f i v e  sons and two daughters,  
were a l l  married to l o c a l  r e s iden ts  as the c lan  a f f i l i a t i o n  
of the ir  spouses suggests .  There was but one case o f  
in tra -c lan  marr iage .  At the e ighth generat ion ,  which i s  
also the generat ion  o f  my p r in c ip a l  in formant, Nyatuku 
Addo, the data became f u l l e r .  Out o f  23 known marriages ,  
six were from the Makpoe c lan  i . e .  26.1%. In the next 
generation, out o f  63 m arr iages ,  13 or 20.7% were i n t r a ­
clan. Note that a fu r th e r  17.4% marriages  were contracted  
with Foy i -Aven u i , the s i s t e r  c lan .  This  does not repre  
sent i n t r a - c l a n  marr iage ,  but i t  i s  worth not ing .  Note 
also the p ro p o r t io n a te ly  l a r g e  number o f  marriages  
contracted outs ide  the chiefdom -  46%. The geograph ica l  
mobility which has ch a rac te r i zed  Eweland as a whole i s  
given express ion  at th is  generat ion which ray informant himself
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T A B  L E I I
D i s t r ib u t io n  o f  Wives by Age and Clan
Clan Group Age
15-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 | 55 + Total
Nyigome 4 4 4 4 2 18
Makp oe 6 2 2 1 3 14
Foyi 9 6 2 3 4 24
De 5 7 3 - 4 20
Fodze 11 10 4 3 5 37
Agbofu 4 2 1 - - 7
Dzeavie 2 1 2 1 1 7
Other 8 9 5 2 - 23
Tota l 49 41 27 14 19 150
1.77
described as ’ the age o f  migrant cocoa- farming,  o f f ­
shore f i s h in g  and t rad e * .  The e f f e c t  o f  l i t e r a c y  
and education,  though small,  should be noted. Probably  
a few s c h o o l - l e a v e r s  who seek c l e r i c a l  job  opportun it ies  
in the urban areas  do marry away from home. Not much 
importance i s  attached to the tenth generat ion because  
of i t s  s i z e .  N everthe less ,  a th i rd  of the recorded  
marriages were from the Makpoe c lan .  In sum, the cases  
are few s t a t i s t i c a l l y  -  108 cases spread over f i v e  
generations -  but they tend to support informants*  
claims that marriages  within the p a t r ic i a n  i s  not an 
offence;  i t  i s  customary. At l e a s t  23% o f  to ta l  
marriages were i n t r a - c l a n .
In s p i t e  o f  the few cases ,  the generat iona l  
d i f fe rences  should be noted. Between the seventh and 
ninth generat ions  there i s  p o s i t i v e  evidence o f  a 
gradual d ec l ine  in  in t r a - c l a n  marriage.  The genera l  
impression i s  that s ince in t r a - c l a n  marriage in Tongu 
is not c u l t u r a l l y  o b l i g a t o r y ,  i t  w i l l  d ec l ine  as more 
opportunities  develop fo r  i n t e r - t r i b a . l  angl s u b - t r i b a l  
contact s .
Some attempt has been made to r e l a t e  these 
findings to p ra c t ic e s  within c h i e f l y  l in eages  by 
examining marriages with in  the Paramount C h i e f ' s  
own l ineage .  Data were c o l l e c te d  on the Paramount 
Chie f 's  own marriages  and those of  h is  ch i ld ren  and 
grandchildren (the c h i e f  h im se l f ,  Dugbaza IV, was a 
grand o ld  man o f  about 90).  Out o f  a t o t a l  o f  33 
marriages contracted  only 6 or 18.1% were from the 
ch ie f ' s  own c lan ,  Nyigome. The i n t r a - c l a n  marriages are 
few, and compared to the Makpoe c lan data ,  there seems 
to be no reason to b e l i e v e  that members o f  the c h i e f l y  
lineage favour i n t r a - c l a n  marriage more than the commo­
ners.
Table  I a l so  throws some l i g h t  on lo c a l  group  
marriage i . e .  marriage among c i t i z e n s  o f  the Chiefdom.
The percentage average f o r  s ix th  to tenth generat ion is  
BO.5, which i s  q u i te  high,  but not unexpected. Of the 
chiefly l in ea ge ,  out o f  33 marr iages ,  24 or 73% were 
from amongst f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s  o f  the Chiefdom.
I now turn to the survey data  on near kin marriage.  
Table I I  which i s  only o f  sampling in t e r e s t ,  shows that  
the' 150 cases in  Tab le  I I I  have been drawn from a l l  the 
seven clan groups and that they f a l l  in to  the p r in c ip a l  
age g roups . As one would e x p e c t , more than 50% come
Main Types o f  Marr iage  between Near Kin 
( F i r s t  marriages only o f  150 wives)
T A B  L E t i l
W i f e ’ s r e la t io n  to husband No. %
F a t h e r ’ s b r o t h e r ’ s daughter 23 28
Mother ’ s s i s t e r ’ s daughter 8 coo
F a t h e r ’ s s i s t e r ’ s daughter 25 30 .5
Mother ’ s b r o t h e r ’ s daughter 15 18 . 3
S i s t e r ’ s daughter 8 9.8
B r o t h e r ’ s daughter 3 3 . 7
Tota l 82 100 .1
from the 15-35 age group. D i s t r i b u t i o n  by age and c lan  
is d e s i r a b le  in  order to determine to what extent one 
can gen e ra l i z e  on the b a s i s  o f  the 150 cases ,  which were 
not randomly se lec ted .  On cousin marriages ,  Table I I I  
shows that there i s  some d i f f e r e n c e  between stated  p r e ­
ferences and actua l  p r a c t i c e .  The order o f  p re fe rence ,  
as provided by informants,  gave f i r s t  p lace to p a t r i -  
l a t e r a l  p a r a l l e l  cousin marriage;  but the actual  order  
of frequency,  as suggested in the Tab le ,  shows p a t r i -  
l a te ra l  c ro s s -cou s in  marriage as taking f i r s t  p lace .
This i s  not very  important since the numerical  d i f f e ­
rence is  qu ite  small.  What i s  r e a l l y  s ign if icant ,  i s  
that more than a quarter o f  a l l  nea r -k in  marr iages ,  
including marriage to a c l a s s i f i c a t o r y  brother or s i s t e r  
daughter, i s  with f a t h e r ’ s b r o t h e r ’ s daughter or p a t r i -  
l a te ra l  p a r a l l e l  cous ins4 . This confirms ab so lu te ly  
informants’ statements that th is  type o f  marriage i s  not 
incestuous, and that i t  i s  h igh ly  d e s i r a b l e .  It now 
remains to show why t h i s  type o f  marriage has been 
encouraged through the generat ions .
Discussion
Unlike c r o s s -c o u s in  marriage ,  which has some 
mythological support,  there i s  nothing concrete to show 
how f a r  back in time one can trace  p a r a l l e l  cousin  
marriage. We s h a l l  f i r s t  examine the actors*  own views  
on the su b jec t .  The a s so c ia t ed  f a c t o r s ,  at l e a s t  from 
the a c t o r s ’ own point o f  view, are both economic and 
social . The most common exp lanat ion  i s  that i t  keeps 
property within the l i n e a g e .  This i s  a lso  the reason 
most commonly advanced by the Arabs (Murphy et a l , 1959 )  
In the event o f  marriage to a b r o t h e r ’ s daughter the 
bridewealth payments are r e ta in ed  w ith in  thcj l in e a g e .
It is important to note among the Tongu that marriage  
within the l in ea ge  does not preclude the payment o f  the 
brideweal th-5 # According to in formants,  the only  
noticeable d i f f e r e n c e  i s  that the marriage  negot ia t ions  
are conducted in a very c o r d i a l  atmosphere. However, 
the economic exp lanat ion  i s  not unique to p a r a l l e l  
cousin marriage.  Some o f  the A fr ican  s o c i e t i e s  which 
practice c ro s s -c ou s in  marriage but not p a r a l l e l  cousin  
carriage a lso  advance s im i la r  arguments in support of  
cross-cousin m arr iage .  The m a t r i l in e a l  Ashantis are an 
example. When an Ashanti man g ives  h.is daughter in  
carriage to h is  s i s t e r ’ s son who l a t e r  becomes h is  
heir,, he expects that at l e a s t  a part o f  h is  wealth w i l l  
he spent on h is  d augh te r ’ s w e l f a r e .  So the economic
exp lanat ion  cannot be unique to those s o c ie t i e s  which 
p r a c t i s e  i n t r a - c l a n  and in t r a - l i n e a g e  marriages .
Another reason why the economic exp lanation lacks  
point ,  as some students of the Arab s o c ie t ie s  have 
a lso  po inted  out, i s  that i t  tends to ignore  the fac t  
that the daughter o f  another family  could  wel l  b r ing  
in to  the husband's  group a most welcome inher itance  
(Murphy & Kasdan, 1959). I f  b r idewea lth  payments are 
r e c ip r o c a l ,  then i t  does not i n f l i c t  economic hardship  
on the fam i ly  of  the groom. Losses through payments 
may be e a s i l y  o f f s e t  by r e c e ip t s .
The second advantage from the point o f  view of the 
Tongu i s  that marriage within  the l ineage  p rotec ts  family 
s e c r e t s .  The in t im ac ies  o f  married l i f e ,  i t  i s  contended, 
are such that i t  i s  extremely d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a husband 
not to share the sec re ts  o f  h is  l in ea ge  with h is  w i fe .
Or at l e a s t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  for a w ife  not to come by 
such sec re ts .  C o n f l i c t s  between l ineages  have been 
t raced  to the a l le g e d  ignob le  r o l e s  o f  wives in th is  
connection.  Thus marriage within the l in eage  i s  seen 
as c o n f l i c t - r e d u c in g  - lessen ing  i n t e r - l i n e a g e  and 
i n t r a - c l a n  c o n f l i c t s .  My only d i f f i c u l t y  was that I 
cou ld  not put the f i n g e r  on what const i tu ted  family  
s e c r e t s .  The l o c a l  Tongu express ion which I have 
t r a n s la t e d  as family  s ec re ts  i s  fomenya, l i t e r a l l y  
' f a m i l j '  word*.  I found no i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  fomenya 
which Was handed down from one generat ion to another; 
there  were no re fe rences  to fomenya in th e i r  in s t i tu t ions  
or the p rocesses  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  other than the imme­
d ia t e  marriage context in which the express ion  was 
brought home to me. N a tu ra l ly  I f i n d  myself unable to 
measure or determine i t s  s o c io l o g i c a l  impact on p a r a l l e l  
cousin marriage.  However, i t  does not seem to d i f f e r  
q u a l i t a t i v e l y  from the economic exp lanation surrounding 
the b r idew ea l th .  What i t  amounts to i s  the l o s s  o f  
i n t a n g ib l e  fam i ly  assets  through marriage with an out­
s id e r  .
The th i r d  major exp lanat ion  fo r  p a r a l l e l - c o u s in  
marriage from the Tongu point o f  view i s  that such 
marriages are ju ra l l } /  more s ta b le  and reduce the i n c i ­
dence o f  d i v o r c e .6 This i s  a p iece  o f  evidence which 
can be r e a d i l y  te s ted  by q u a n t i f i a b l e  data .  We have 
found a f a i r  r a t i o  o f  nea r -k in  group marriage in Tongu 
which must c o r r e l a t e  with a low d ivorce ra te .  Table  IV
1B1
T A B L E  IV
Frequency o f  Marriage by Divorce
Marriage
Frequency
Frequency o f  Divorce
0 Once Twice Thrice Tota l
Once 92 5 - - 97
Twice 14 25 3 - 42
Thrice - 3 7 - 10
Four X - - - 1 1
Total 106 33 10 1 150
. . .  .  .  j
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examines the actual  p r a c t ic e .  Out o f  a to ta l  o f  215 
marriages by 150 women, inc lud ing  secondary marriages  
56 had ended in d ivorce ,  representing  at l e a s t  26% of*  
to t a l  marr iages .  This i s  probably high fo r  a society  
which practice’ s fu nc t iona l  endogamy s p e c i f i c a l l y  to 
enhance mar ita l  s t a b i l i t y .  Thus, at l e a s t  o ve r t ly ,  
the p rac t ic e  does not support the argument.
In sum, the Tongu arguments for  p a r a l l e l  cousin  
marriage are not s o c i o l o g i c a l l y  convincing and we must 
look f o r  exp lanat ions  o f  s t ru c tu ra l  im p l ic a t ion 7 . As 
L e v i -S t r  auss has cautioned, in form ants1 accounts o f  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  must be taken in to  cons iderat ion  but they 
may be no more than r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  and ^ i n t e r p r e t a ­
t ions  not to be confused with the actual so c ia l  
organ iza t ion  ( L e v i - S t r a u s s , 1968).
Let us f i r s t  look at the argument against p a r a l l e l  
cousin marriage in the s o c i e t i e s  which p rac t ice  c ross ­
cousin marriage on ly .  The main argument i s  that such 
marriages destroy the necessary condit ions  o f  the ir  
s t a b i l i t y  and cont inu ity ;  they are incompatible with the 
e s ta b l i sh e d  l in eage  r e l a t i o n s .  C ross -cous in s ,  on the 
other hand, belong to d i f f e r e n t  groups in the system 
of  c lans  and l in e a g e s .  There fore ,  marriage between 
them, even though fu n c t io n a l ly  endogamous, i s  not 
incestuous or d i s ru p t iv e  o f  e x i s t in g  k insh ip  t i e s .
The work o f  Barth on the Kurdistan Arabs i s  a 
d i r e c t  negation of the dys funct iona l  argument aciainst 
p a r a l l e l  cousin marr iage .  According to him " f a t h e r ' s  
b r o t h e r ' s  daughter marriage p lays  a prominent ro le  in  
s o l i d i f y i n g  the minimal l ineage  as a corporate  group in 
f a c t io n a l  s t r u g g l e "  (Barth,  1954). The A fr ican  s o c ie ­
t i e s  are markedly d i f f e r e n t  from the Arab s o c ie t i e s .
The former have b e t t e r  in teg ra ted  kinship  units  o f  
corporate, character ,  but the segmentary and f i s s i o n a ry  
character  o f  the A rab ic  s o c ie t i e s  i s  evident in some 
Afr ican  so c ie t i e s  as w e l l ,  although in vary ing  degrees.
I t  has been shown that the l o c a l i s e d  c lan  in Tongu 
i s  h igh ly  segmentar\ and p o t e n t i a l l y  f i s s i o n a r y .  Each 
major segment o f  the c lan i s  d e l i c a t e ly  poised ready to 
i s o l a t e  i t s e l f  from the parent body; but th is  i s  quite  
contrary  to the p r in c ip l e s  o f  c lan k insh ip  and the cor­
porate character  o f  the c lan .  I t  i s  dys funct iona l .  
I n t r a - c l a n  marriage i s  r e la t e d  to this  s t ructu re .  Mar­
r i a g e  w ith in  the c lan  u t i l i s e s  th a f f i n a l  t i e s  to  
ceijient the d i f fu sed  kinship  t i e s  o ho c lan.  The
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t ra d i t i o n a l  funct ion  o f  marriage i s  not only to unite  
spouses but a lso  th e i r  antecedents in a new network o f  
socia l  r e l a t i o n s .  Marriage between two segments or 
agbanuwo f u l f i l s  id e n t i c a l  function.  Instead o f  
bringing about d i s lo c a t io n ,  i t  produces the opposite  
ef fect  o f  r e in fo r c in g  e x i s t in g  k inship  t i e s .
In th is  s t ructure ,  i n t r a - l i n e a g e  cousin marriage  
is a d i re c t  extension o f  i n t r a - c l a n  marriage.  The 
bene f i t s  which accrue from l in k in g  segments o f  the c lan  
through a f f i n a l  t i e s  are now extended to the minimal 
segments o f  the c lan  and to c l a s s i f i c a t o r y  s i b l i n g s .
This i s  to be expected in a l o c a l i s e d  p a t r i - c l a n  where 
the clan ar rogates  to i t s e l f  some o f  the p r in c ip a l  
functions o f  the l in e a g e .  Thus p a r a l l e l  cousin  
marriage in Tongu i s  p red ica ted  upon a c lan structure  
which is  susta ined  by i n t r a - c l a n  marriage.
Among the Ewe-speaking people  in -group  marriage  
is  not unique to the Tongu. The Anlo, the nex t -d oo r -  
neighbours o f  the Tongu, a lso  have a high  incidence  
of in -g roup  marr iage ,  but without the l i c en se  to marry 
from the l in e a g e .  Both b e l i e v e  that marriage between 
persons bound by some k insh ip  t i e s  i s  l i k e l y  to be 
more s t a b le  than one without such t i e s .  I t  has been 
observed in Anlo that  about 70% of  couples in f i r s t  
marriages are r e l a t e d  to each other by at leas t  one 
known g e n ea lo g ic a l  connection. E igh ty -n ine  per cent 
of such marriages  have been traced  to c ro s s -cou s in s ,  but 
mostly o r th o -co u s in s .  Twenty-eight per cent of  marriages  
are i n t r a - c l a n  (Nukunya, 1969). These are high percent ­
ages and emphasize the value attached to kin group mar­
r iage in  Anlo,  but they do not go as f a r  as Tongu 
m-group marriage .  The former do not p ra c t i s e  p a r a l l e l  
cousin marriage.
At the s t r u c t u r a l  l e v e l ,  there  are important  
s im i la r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  between Anlo and Tongu. The 
Tongu clam i s  l o c a l i s e d  and performs some o f  the soc ia l  
and r i t u a l  funct ions  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the l in eage .  The 
Anlo c lan i s  a l s o  corporate  in character  but lacks the 
l oca l i sed  f e a tu r e s  o f  the Tongu c l a n .  Whereas the l i n e ­
age in Anlo i s  qu i te  a r t i c u l a t e  in  i t s  ro le s  as a co r ­
porate kin group, the t r a d i t i o n a l  concept o f  the clan  
as a kin  group f in d s  more concrete express ion  in beha­
viour in  Tongu. Both c lan  groups are segmentary in
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cha rac te r ,  but the f i s s i o n a r y  tendency o f  the clan is  
much more in evidence in  Tongu than in Anlo.  As we 
have emphasized fo r  Tongu, i n t r a - c l a n  f r i c t i o n  and 
f i s s i o n  go hand in hand with p a t r i l a t e r a l  p a r a l l e l  
cousin marriage.
NOTES
1. The commercial importance of th is  quarter was lost  
and rap id ly  became depopulated when the T e f l e  bridge 
was completed in  1966.  The 1963 f loods  had ear l ier  
destroyed a number o f  houses.
2. Note that th is  i s  contrary  to an th ropo log ica l  
th e o ry .
3. The f u l l  names o f  these clan groups are Foyi-Makpoe 
and F oy i -Aven u i . The common p r e f i x ,  F o y i , i s  
s i g n i f  i c a n t .
4. The lo c a l  exp ress ion ,  t o g a to d iv i s ro  i . e .  p a ra l l e l  
cousin marr iage ,  does not d i s t in gu ish  between 
f i r s t  cousins and other ca tego r ie s  o f  cousins ,  hence 
the o r i g in a l  in tent ion  to draw some d i s t in c t io n  
between c a tego r ie s  o f  cousins was not s a t i s f a c to r i ly  
met by the quest ionna ire  answers. Further  
researches  are in p ro g re ss .
5. The Tongu b r idewea lth  i s  smal l ,  compared to the 
c a t t l e  c u l tu re s .  The minimum cash equ iva lent  is  
about 024.00 or £10 ( s t e r l i n g )  in  contemporary 
t ransac t ions .  But th is  i s  regarded as the poor
man’ s o f f e r .  A groom of  average economic 
standing would o f f e r  between 040 and 060. A 
r e l a t i v e l y  wealthy man would o f f e r  0100.
6. This i s  a l so  the common r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  fo r  cross ­
cousin marriage in  the s o c ie t i e s  which p rac t ice  
i t .  See Jack & E.N. Goody, "C ross -cous in  marriage 
in  Northern Ghana” , Journal o f  the Royal Anthro­
p o lo g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e , 1966
7. The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  Tongu acqu ir ing  p a r a l l e l  cousin 
marriage from Moslems by s o c i a l  contact i s  very 
remote indeed. The in s t i t u t i o n  of p a r a l l e l  cousin 
marriage seems to go much fa r th e r  back in time than 
the r e l a t i v e l y  recent contacts with Moslems.
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